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James B. Castle High School Class of 2026

Abuhon, Triza Guil 
Agena, Aric (AH)(CH)(C)
Aguilar, Isabella (CH)(C)
Aiwohi, Neilah-Lynn (AH)(CH)(S)
Akana, Rebekah 
Akau, Hayden 
Alafanso, Jairinta 
Allen, Adin 
Amanonce, Lyric (M)
Anama, Jerfaith 
Anderson, Jaylee (CH)(C)
Andrade, Alana (CH)(C)
Andres-Johnston, Zhaeden (M)
Aquino, Addison (CH)(M)
Aquino, Zyleigh (AH)(CH)(C)
Arikawa, Jayley 
Aukai, Mailani 
Aweau, Olivia 
Balukoff, Grace (AH)(C)
Bascas, Isaiah 
Bell-Cartajena, Braedon 
Benskin, Briseis 
Berinobis-Tanele, Kaikona 
Bridges, Kayne 
Brown-Santiago, Naau Alii 
Brymer, Xavier 
Burgess, Bishop 
Caballero, Roxi 
Cabral, Cairo 
Cano Nakanishi, Kamai 
Carreira, Mavrick 
Caruso, Sabine (AH)(CH)(SH)(S)(V)
Castillo Polanco, Richard 
Castro, Kaleo 
Castro, Logan (CH)(C)
Chang-Botelho, Shairah-Lynn (AH)

(CH)(M)
Chanthavong, Ava (AH)(CH)(M)
Ching, Tehani 
Chun, Kenji 
Coloma, Cassius (AH)(M)(K)
Combis, Isaiah 
Compoc-Bruhn, Kobe 
Dacosin, Ryan-James 

Deese, Elijah (CH)(C)
Dela Cruz, Drayzen (CH)(C)
Dela Cruz, Miley (AH)(CH)(M)
Dimitrov, Daria 
Dulay, Nethyn 
Durand Quiroga-Verhaaf, Kiane (C)(K)
Ellazar, Cody (AH)(C)
Ennis, Elijah 
Fafard-Duarte, Jeighton 
Fallau, Autumn 
Faustina, Hailey 
Feeney, Eli (CH)(C)
Figueroa, Jessenia 
Filimoehala, John 
Filrang, Broxton 
Flores, Justice 
Freitas, Ava (M)
Freitas, Emma (C)
Friddle, James 
Gaison-Asing, Tea 
Gamez, Leilani 
Gamez, Rolly 
Ganitano, Canaan 
Geren, Sophia (AH)(M)
Gernler, Kyra (C)
Gibson, Andraia 
Gilbert, Vivian (AH)(C)
Godfrey, Reef 
Gonzales, Kailey (AH)(CH)(C)
Gonzales, Marco (AH)(S)(V)
Goodhue-Souza-Kon, MyLee Jean 
Guillermo, Ian Steven 
Haney-Tongotea, Saumahe 
Hao, Dustin 
Hashimoto, Saydee Marie 
Hawn, Casen 
Hekekia, Laulea 
Hernandez, Micah 
Hirakawa, Jayden (CH)(C)
Hopkins, Braven 
Huihui, Anna (C)
Ibarra, Kayla 
Ing, Cassidee (CH)(M)
Inglish, Gabriel 

Senior Class Officers
PRESIDENT  

Mari Tillis 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Brooke Van Woerkom

SECRETARY 
Hennessy Lawson

TREASURER  
Cody Ellazar

SENATORS  
Jephthah Miyaji, Davis Mitchell, & Ryan-James Dacosin

GRADUATION CHAIR 
Sophia Morrison

Principal’s Message

To the James B. Castle High School Class of 2026:

As we reflect on this milestone, we look back at the mo‘olelo you have written 
within these walls. You have worked tirelessly to become Castle Ready, grounding 
yourselves in the values of our ‘āina while practicing the courage it takes to speak 
your future into existence. Your plans for the future demonstrate a clear sense of 
purpose and the conviction needed to navigate the challenges ahead. 

You leave us today Future Ready, equipped with the mana to lead and the aloha 
to serve wherever your journey takes you. While you may move far beyond the 
shadow of the Ko‘olau Mountains, the bonds formed here remain steadfast and 
unbroken. Carry the spirit of this community in your heart as you pursue your 
dreams with excellence. With pride in all you have achieved and excitement for 
all that is yet to come, we offer you our deepest congratulations and a heartfelt “A 
hui hou!”

With Aloha,
Dr. Tyrell



Iseke-Wong, Bailee 
Jeremiah, Laakea 
Jones, Kaila 
Jones-Kau, Zaedan-Jahzion 
Joseph, Joshua 
Jumawan-Saito, Kawena Kealohilani 
Kaaihue-Tollefsen, Taja Kaelynn 
Kaanoi-Faraon, Brock 
Kahalelehua, Andrew 
Kahele, Aiden (CH)(C)
Kahoiwai-Helm, Nanea 
Kahoopii, Tayli 
Kalahiki-Gohier, Kauanahe 
Kalakau, Sidney 
Kalauokaaea, Nai 
Kam, Abigail 
Kamae, Kaydence (C)
Kanoa, Kanaloa 
Kanoa-Bray, Krystyn (C)
Kapahu, Thaiden 
Kapuwai, Jewelz 
Katepoo, Isaiah 
Kaui, Hailey 
Kawamoto, Jacey 
Kawamura, Ethan 
Kealohanui-Correa, Robert 
Keau, Estelle 
Kekahuna, Taylor 
Kekauoha, Lucian (C)
Kila, Dominic-Jaden 
Kim, Ryder 
Kimura, Leianna (CH)(C)
Kini, Hikina 
Kumai, Dallas 
Kumai-Kahalewai, Chloe 
Labasan Severson, Tabbitha (AH)(CH)(C)
Lam, Jayden 
Landi, Xander 
Lanier, Christian 
Laulu, Kirstin 
Lawson, Hennessy 
Lee, Darius 
Lee, Zylen 
Li’i, Taylor 

Lindo, LilliAnn 
Lindsey, Angellina 
Lo Ting, Teuiraarii (CH)(S)
Loney, Emmalynn 
Lynch, Elise (AH)(C)
Machado, Dylan 
Maddison, Davier 
Madeyski, Zion 
Maeda, James 
Mahelona, Keawe 
Mahiai, Kelton 
Makekau-Basso, Kamara (AH)(M)
Makua, Zayden 
Makuakane Abalos, Keilana 
Malo, Kaeo
Manalo, Tiani
Mann, Jayson Kaleb 
Mansinon, Jalissa Shaynique 
Marriott, Malia (CH)(C)
Martin, Kela 
Masuda Jr., Alika (AH)(CH)(S)
Mathias, Lilialanaikawai 
Matias, Shyley 
Matsuda, Rylie (AH)(CH)(S)
Mattoon, Madison 
Maualaivao, Leila 
McFadden, Jilian 
Mendez, Damian (AH)(S)(V)
Mersberg, Erik 
Michibata, Matt (AH)(CH)(S)(V)
Mirafuentes, Moani (M)(K) 
Mitchell, Davis 
Miyaji, Jephthah 
Miyamoto, Tehane 
Montez, Antonia (CH)(C)
Moon, Isabella 
Moore, Samantha 
Morimoto-Perkins, Oriel 
Morris, Blaze 
Morris, Gabriel 
Morrison, Sophia (AH)(CH)(M)
Moulden, Chevy 
Murashige, Ryu (AH)(CH)(C)
Nakayama-Yogi, Josalyn (AH)(CH)(S)(V)

Nases, Ayrie (CH)(C)
Navalta, Janah Rheya 
Nguyen, Joie 
Nguyen, Thomas (CH)(C)
Nishida, Joshua 
Nishioka, Kelcee Lynn (CH)(C)
Noa-Kono, Kana 
Nyza, Natalia (AH)(CH)(S)(V)
Ohta, Logan (CH)(M)
Olayan, Riley Anne (AH)(CH)(M)
Onodera, Carson James (CH)(C)
Onodera, Thomas Joe (AH)(CH)(S)
Pakele, Presten 
Pakele-Picanco, Tristen 
Patterson, Cayden 
Pestano, Dylan-Jay 
Pili-Rumusod, Damien 
Pimienta, Kasen (CH)(C)
Pokipala, Dorian 
Polonia, Mar Agaliasis (AH)(CH)(M)
Poomaihealani, Ke Moana o ka Ehukai 
Preston, Keine 
Punohu-Freeman, Kaitlyn 
Reed, Faith (CH)(C)
Reiher, Mia (AH)(CH)(M)
Reiher, Page (AH)(CH)(C)
Rezentes, Jonelle 
Rickard, Blade 
Ridgley, Emmanuel 
Rodrigues, Akela 
Ruiz-Hyde, Kapualani (AH)(CH)(S)(V)
Sakata, Shaun 
Santos, Seth 
Sasaki-Martin, Justus 
Schindel, Summer (AH)(CH)(S)
Seales, Harrison 
Serrano, Hayden 
Seto-Spotkaeff, Akiane 
Shiraki, Kaylie 
Siatafu, Sadie (CH)(C)
Siga, Kiele (C)
Silva, Kayden-Ezekiel 

Silveira-Santos, Alakai 
Simmons, Moana (M)
Sisra, JHeart Iaipo 
Soares, Shaylynn (CH)(C)
Souza, Anuhea 
Souza, Brock 
Souza-Tai, Joy 
Suhas, Tiana 
Sullivan, Taumahina  
Taliaoa, Haliote 
Tani, Kaitlin (AH)(CH)(S)
Taum, Aaliyah (CH)(C)
Tausaga, Makena 
Teixeira, Elias 
Thomas, Laurence 
Tillis, Mari (AH)(CH)(S)(V)
Tom-Aiu, Hiialokaohuikapuahiwahiwa 

(AH)(CH)(C)
Tom-Jardine, Halia (AH)(CH)(C)
Torres, Tehani 
Torres Jr., Waine (CH)(M)
Tovio, Mason 
Uehara, Keidan 
Urasaki, Tristan (AH)(CH)(S)(V)
Uyezu, Wyatt 
Van Woerkom, Brooke (AH)(CH)(SH)

(S)(V)
Vegas-Dutro, Nakoa 
Vernon, Zachary 
Verville, Jenna (AH)(CH)(SH)(S)(V)
Vidal, Kaimipono 
Vilardi, Statton 
Wai, Makela (AH)(CH)(C)
Waialae, Jesstin 
Walk, Kala‘ikuaiwa (S)(K)
White-Gomes, Gilleen (AH)(CH)(C)
Whitney, Koni 
Wilfahrt, Michael (CH)(M)
Wong, Ezekiel 
Wong-Schlemmer, Brizen 
Wood, Sophia (C)
Young, Branson 
Young, Seij

(S) Summa Cum Laude • (M) Magna Cum Laude • (C) Cum Laude • (V) Valedictorian
(AH) Academic Honors • (CH) CTE Honors • (SH) Stem Honors • (K) Kaiapuni

James B. Castle High School Class of 2026James B. Castle High School Class of 2026



Commencement Ceremony Class Song
“Count on Me”.................................. Bruno Mars

Song Leader................................... Michael Wilfahrt 

Principal’s Award........................... Bernadette Tyrell
	 Principal

Presentation of Class....................... Bernadette Tyrell
	 Principal

Acceptance of Class........................ Sam Izumi
	 Complex Area Superintendent
	 Castle/Kahuku Complex

Presentation of Diplomas................ Bernadette Tyrell
	 Principal

	 Lia McCall
	 Academy Principal 

	 Richard Pastor
	 Academy Principal

	 Tyler Winsor
	 Academy Principal

	 Eric Takemoto
	 Post High School Counselor

	 Lauren Pokipala
	 Class Advisor

	 Renee Omori
	 Graduation Advisor

Name Callers.................................. Jayley Arikawa 
	 Moana Simmons
	
Tassel Changeover.......................... Sophia Morrison, Class President 2022-2023
	 Kapualani Ruiz-Hyde, Class Vice President 2023-2024
	 Mari Tillis, Class President 2023-2026
	 Brooke Van Woerkom, Class Vice President 2024-2026

Alma Mater................................... By H. Choy, 
(please stand)	 K. Nakoa

Song Leader................................... Michael Wilfahrt

Recessional
“The Grand March”........................ By Claire Grundman

Oli ............................................... By Kumu Kanuha (Sean Jandoc)
“Oli Aloha - Kāne‘ohe”	 Hawaiian Language & Polynesian Dance students

Processional.................................. By Edward Elgar
“Pomp and Circumstance”
(please stand)

National Anthem............................ By Francis Scott Key,
“Star Spangled Banner” 	 John Smith
(please stand)

Soloist........................................... Madison Mattoon

State Anthem................................. By Henry Berger,
“Hawai‘i Pono‘ī ”	 King David Kalākaua
(please stand)

Ensemble....................................... Zhaeden Andres-Johnston	 Damian Mendez
	 Cody Ellazar		  Summer Schindel	
	 Madison Mattoon	 Moana Simmons

Welcome Address........................... Mari Tillis
	 Senior Class President

Recognition of Dignitaries & .......... Sophia Morrison
Senior Class Data	 Graduation Chair

Scholarships & Awards................... Richard Pastor
	 Academy Principal
	 Academy of Innovation & Kaiapuni Academy

Recognition Honors....................... Lia McCall
	 Academy Principal
	 Academy of Service
  
Presentation of .............................. Tyler Winsor
Honor Graduates	 Academy Principal
	 Freshman Academy & Academy of Navigators

Presentation of .............................. Richard Pastor
Valedictorians	 Academy Principal
	 Academy of Innovation & Kaiapuni Academy

	 Eric Takemoto
	 Post High School Counselor

Valedictorians................................ Sabine Caruso	 Kapualani Ruiz-Hyde
	 Marco Gonzales		  Mari Tillis
	 Damian Mendez		  Tristan Urasaki
	 Matt Michibata		  Brooke Van Woerkom
	 Josalyn Nakayama-Yogi	 Jenna Verville
	 Natalia Nyza
		
Valedictory Address....................... Matt Michibata
	 Tristan Urasaki



Hawai‘i Pono‘ī
by King David Kalākaua 
and Henry Berger

Hawai‘i pono‘ī
Nānā  i kou mō‘ī
Ka lani ali‘i,
Ke ali‘i
Makua lani ē,
Kamehameha ē,
Na kaua e pale,
Me ka ihe
Makua lani ē,
Kamehameha ē,
Na kaua e pale,
Me ka ihe

Star Spangled Banner
by Francis Scott Key and John Smith

Oh, say, can you see,
By the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed
At the twilight’s last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars,
Through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched,
Were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare,
The bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night
That our flag was still there.
O say, does that star-spangled  
   banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free 
   and the home of the brave?

Alma Mater
by H. Choy and K. Nakoa

Hail, Alma Mater,
Beneath the Pali lands.
Where Mauna nigh keeps vigil
Our Castle High School stands.
Thy colors wave forever,
Maroon, White and Gold.
As loyal sons and daughters,
Thy name we shall uphold.
Ne’er failing though years go by,
We honor thee, 
CASTLE HIGH.

Graduation Committees

OVERALL
Faculty Advisors- Lauren Pokipala & Renee Omori

Chairperson- Sophia Morrison

ALPHA SHIELDS & SIGNS
Faculty Advisor - Alicia Iseri

Chairperson - Tristan Urasaki

CAP & GOWN
Faculty Advisor - Christine Omiya 

Chairperson - Grace Balukoff

CEREMONY & REHEARSALS
Faculty Advisor - Arlene Greco
Chairperson - Summer Schindel

CHAPERONES 
Faculty Advisor -Lauren Pokipala
Chairperson - Sophia Morrison 

GRADUATION SEATING
Faculty Advisors - Aaron Tsuha

& Teresa Duran
Chairpersons - Akiane Seto-Spotkaeff

& Jayley Arikawa

GUESTS & DIGNITARY 
INVITATIONS & SEATING 

Faculty Advisors - Kathy Martin 
& Dale Detton

Chairperson - Sabine Caruso

GUIDELINES & OBLIGATIONS 
Faculty Advisors - Renee Omori 

& Dale Detton
Chairperson - Zyleigh Aquino

LEI 
Faculty Advisor - Eric Takemoto 

Chairperson - Hali‘a Tom-Jardine 

MUSIC & SONGS
Faculty Advisor - Kami Wakabayashi 

Chairperson - Moana Simmons

NAME CALLERS
Faculty Advisor - Colleen Everett

Chairperson - Dorian Pokipala

PARENT SEATING/TICKETS
Faculty Advisor - Renee Omori
Chairperson - Sophia Morrison 

PARKING & TRAFFIC
Faculty Advisor - Curtis Tom

Chairperson - Damian Mendez 

PROGRAM 
Faculty Advisors - Leighland Tagawa 

& Makee Tano 
Chairperson - Mari Tillis 

UNDERCLASSMEN SUPPORT
Faculty Advisor - Katrina Souza 

Chairperson - Rylie Matsuda

VALEDICTORIAN SPEECHES
Faculty Advisor - Katrina Souza

STAGE FLORAL DECORATION
Faculty Advisor - Jacynthia Mitchell
Chairperson - Kapualani Ruiz-Hyde



Our Heartfelt Appreciation Goes To:

The Parents & Families of the Class of 2026

Keith Hayashi, Superintendent

Samuel Izumi, Complex Area Superintendent

Bernadette Tyrell, Principal

Richard Pastor, Academy Principal, Academy of Innovation, 
Kaiapuni Academy

Tyler Winsor, Academy Principal, Freshman Academy, Academy of Navigators

Lia McCall, Academy Principal, Academy of Service

Laynie Sueyasu, Athletic Director

Venabel Agullana, Associate Athletic Director

Lauren Pokipala, Senior Class Advisor

Renee Omori, Student Activities Coordinator 

Castle High School Faculty & Staff

Ryan Micale, Principal, Governor Samuel Wilder King Intermediate

Kimi Ikeda, Principal, ‘Āhuimanu Elementary

Elissa Johnson, Principal, Reverend Benjamin Parker Elementary

Danny Garcia, Principal, He‘eia Elementary

Keala Ili, Principal, Kahalu‘u Elementary

Derek Minakami, Principal, Kāne‘ohe Elementary

Wes Unten, Principal, Kapunahala Elementary

Kathy Kahikina, Pū‘ōhala Elementary

Alexandra Obra, Principal, Waiāhole Elementary

Programs sponsored by Families and Friends of Castle (FFC) & the Class of 2026

Project Grad 2026

Dear Family and Friends of the Class of 2026,

As the crowd begins to thin and tears dry, graduates will gather to prepare for 
a truly unforgettable evening. After a year of planning and countless volunteer 
hours, we are excited to ensure that Castle High School’s graduating Class of 
2026 will celebrate this significant milestone in a joyous, alcohol-free, tobacco-
free, vapor-free, and drug-free environment.

While our destination remains a secret, we invite you to send off our 
graduates in style! Please join us in safely lining the Blaisdell parking lot 
and the surrounding area. Our transportation will depart from Blaisdell at 
approximately 9:00 PM. Bring your banners, flashlights, and cheering voices to 
show your support!

Safety is our top priority. Please stay on the sidewalks and refrain from 
throwing items at the graduates or having them throw items at you. Do not 
approach the vehicles, as they will continue moving through traffic without 
slowing down. Let’s all stay safe to preserve this cherished tradition for future 
graduating classes.

Don’t miss the chance to be part of this inspiring moment!
Me Ke Aloha Pumehana,
Castle FFC Project Graduation 2026

Meet & Greet
Alphabetical floor plan following commencement

CHS Graduation Lei Giving Area
•	 Parking lot area behind Blaisdell Arena (Corner of Kapiolani Blvd. and 

Ward Ave.)
•	 No tents, stakes in the ground, attaching things to poles or trees
•	 Please look for large alpha shields indicating the graduates’ area by last 

name. 
•	 Lei area and parking lot will be cleared by 8:30 PM. Please help clean up 

your area before you leave.




